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FEBRUARY 13-22, 2026
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA

www.virginiablackfilmfestival.com

EVENT BROCHURE



19-22 FEBRUARY 2026

Thursday 2/19
10am — 7pm
Tpm

Friday 2/20
10am — 5pm
5:30pm
6:30pm

Saturday 2/21
10am

1lam
12pm

Ipm
2pm
3pm
4pm
Spm
6pm

Sunday 2/22
12pm

2026 SCHEDULE

Film Screenings
Special Screening w/ Q&A: “
“History Half Told is Untold”

Film Screenings
Panel - Filming in Virginia
Special Screening w/Q&A: “Rise of the Legion”

Panel - Film Distribution (Bryan G Thompson)
W/ Case Study: Return of the Mack

Masterclass - Sereen Combat (Bam Johnson)
Special Screening w/ Q&A

“Displaced from the Birthplace of America”
Panel - Entertainment Law (Kirk T Schroder)
Masterclass - Acting for Film (Antonio Charity)
Special Screening w/ Q&A “Food for the Soul”
Celebrity Guest Q&A - Daphne Maxwell Reid
Awards Gala Reception

Awards Ceremony & Concert

Hosts: April Woodard & Quincy Carr

Band: MoreLove

Honoree: Daphne Maxwell Reid

Williamsburg Black History Tours



INSIGHTS FROM AN
INDUSTRY ICON -

4PM SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 218T
KIMBALL THEATRE
428 DUKE OF GLOUCESTER STREET
WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23663

www.virginiablackfilmfestival.com



The 2026 Virginia Black Film Festival Lifetime Achievement Awardee
is Daphne Maxwell Reid. Known for her role at ”Aunt Viv” in The
Fresh Prince of Bel Air, she has appeared in major roles in 30 television
shows and films, including Harriet (2018), Fresh Prince of BelAir
(1993-96), The Business of Christmas (2020) Frank’s Place (1987-88),
Linc’s (1998-99), Simon & Simon (1983-87), Let’s Stay Together (2011-
14), Murder She Wrote (1988), The Cosby Show (1992), The A Team
(1983-85), Snoops (1989), Hill Street Blues (1981-86), Jacqueline &
Jilly (2018-2019). She was the first Black woman to be featured on the
cover of Glamour magazine and the first Black beauty queen at
Northwestern University. VBFF will also host a Q&A with Mrs Maxwell
Reid, in which she will share her unique and valuable insights about the
industry and what the next generation of creatives can learn from her
spectacular journey.




In addition to Visit Williamsburg, VBFF is sponsored by
Maverick Entertainment. leading distributor and producer
of Black Cinema content. Having released more than 1,300
films over the past 26 years, Maverick currently distributes
the world's largest library of feature-length Black Cinema.
Competitors in VBFF 2026 will have the opportunity to
leverage their content for distribution and production
opportunities. Maverick Movies places films on Peacock
TV, Tubi, Redbox, Roku, Pluto, Plex, Vudu, Hoopla,
Freevee, Prime Video, and multiple other prominent
platforms.

VBFF founder is actor/director Bryan G Thompson.
Thompson is a prominent actor in the Maverick
Entertainment cinematic portfolio, with over a dozen feature
films produced in association with the company. Thompson
is a graduate of William & Mary Law School, class of 2012.
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VBFF Winner 2024 Best in Fest, Kemba is a
biographical drama film on BET+ about the true
story of Kemba Smith, a Hampton University
student who was unjustly sentenced to decades in
prison for her boyfriend's drug crimes as part of the
"War on Drugs," highlighting systemic injustice and
her eventual fight for clemency. Directed by Kelley
Kali and starring Nesta Cooper as Kemba, the film
details her manipulation by a drug kingpin
boyfriend, her wrongful conviction, and the
nationwide campaign by activists and organizations
like the NAACP Legal Defense Fund that helped
secure her freedom

STREAMING ON
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VBFF Winner 2025 Best in Fest, RETURN OF THE
MACK. In their very first production, Brian & Jami
Freeman managed to secure high-value talent for their
independent production “Return of the Mack” including
Clifton Powell, Doug E Fresh, Cody Fox, Mike Bonner,
Ebony Tates, and Dejuan Ford. They won multiple festival
awards throughout the country, including VBFF Winner 2025
Best in Fest! A few months later, they secured a major
distribution deal for both theatrical and streaming. In the
VBFF Film Distribution masterclass, Actor / director Bryan
G Thompson explores how they did it and what other
independent filmmakers can learn about how to navigate the
modern film market to achieve commercial success.



Lifetime Achievement Award Recipients

Clifton Powell, 2024 Tim Reid, 2025

Distinguished Honorees

Jesse Vaughan, 2024 BK Fulton, 2025
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OTHER PARTNERS

VIRGINIA IS FOR
FILM LOWERS

VIRGINIA FILM OFFICE
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WILLIAM & MARY

Raymond A. Mason
School of Business

UNPARALLELED EXPERIENCE
UNRIVALED OUTCOMES



Creative Vision.
Cinematic Excellence.
Made at William & Mary.

TOP 30

Film School in North America
(MovieMaker Magazine, 2025)
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Be the Light

Williamsburg’s Next Door Neighbors is a magazine for
people who call Williamsburg home. It is written about
locals, for locals. and contains human interest stories
written to capture the inner qualities and neighborly ways
of those individuals highlighted within its pages. Next
Door Neighbors provides a timely, full-color glimpse into
the lives of these individuals who are contributing to the
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APRIL 2007
FIRST ISSUE

Serving the Williamsburg Communaty for

APRIL 2012

FEBRUARY 2026
CURRENT ISSUE

Owned by Collins Group, LLC

quality of life in Williamsburg. It is designed to be in-
formative and engaging, providing you with new insight
into ways your community can serve you - and ways you
can serve your community. Next Door Neighbors is truly
a magazine whose mission is to serve the Williamsburg
community by creating or reinvigorating an awareness of
the many opportunities we have to serve others.

APRIL 2017

APRIL 2022

ext Door Neighbors

Meredith Collins, Publisher

757-560-3235 willlamsburgneighbars.com
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SPONSORSHIP

There is still time for you to connect your

brand to the unforgettable experience of
VBFF! Deadline to become a sponsor is Friday,
February 6.

Wisit
VISIT WILLIAMSBURG WILLIAMSBURG

JAMESTOWN ¥ YORKTOWN

"The Virginia Black Film Festival represents the best of what
our country stands for—creativity, diversity, and the courage
to tell stories that matter. We could not imagine a more
fitting moment to host this celebration in Williamsburg, VA
than during America’s semiquincentennial." — Ed Harris,
President & CEO, Visit Williamsburg




EXECUTIVE PRODUCER $25,000

Awards Gala broadcast (“Present By COMPANY”)

Logo included on Brochure Front Cover (EP Sponsors Only)

Full Page Festival Brochure Ad

Company mentioned on all Television Appearances.

Company mentioned on all Press Releases

Company logo on Official Step & Repeat Banner

Two (2) Printed Standing Banners (6’ X 3’)

Commercial (up to 90 seconds) played before Screening Blocks

Commercial (up to 90 seconds) played at Awards Gala

Promotional item inserted in Swag Bag

Logo on Back of Official T-Shirt

Sponsored Panel (Panel “Presented by COMPANY?”)

Panel Branding (YOUR COMMERCIAL played + brochures distributed at panel)
Special Award at Awards Gala (“Presented by COMPANY”)

Special Thanks posts on all Social Media platforms w/ COMPANY logo or commercial
Fifteen (15) Awards Gala VIP Seating

PRODUCER $20,000

* Company mentioned on all Television Appearances.

* Company mentioned on all Press Releases

* Company logo on Official Step & Repeat Banner

* One Printed Standing Banner (6’ x 3’)

* Commercial (up to 90 seconds) played before Screening Blocks
* Commercial (up to 90 seconds) played at Awards Gala

* Full Page Festival Brochure Ad

* Promotional item inserted in Swag Bag

* Logo on Back of Official T-Shirt

* Sponsored Panel (Panel “Presented by YOUR ORGANIZATION”)
» Special Award at Awards Gala (“Presented by COMPANY”)

» Special Thanks posts on all Social Media platforms w/ COMPANY logo
* Ten (10) Awards Gala VIP Seating

DIRECTOR $15,000

Commercial (up to 90 seconds) played before Screening Blocks
Commercial (up to 90 seconds) played at Awards Gala

One Printed Standing Banner (6’ x 3’)

% Page Festival Brochure Ad

Promotional item inserted in Swag Bag

Logo on Back of Official T-Shirt

Special Thanks posts on all Social Media platforms w/ COMPANY logo
Eight (8) Awards Gala VIP Seating

Logo or promotional image displayed on screen between screenings.



CELEBRITY $10,000

* Commercial (up to 90 seconds) played before Screening Blocks

* Commercial (up to 90 seconds) played at Awards Gala

* Special Thanks posts on all Social Media platforms w/ COMPANY logo
* Promotional item inserted in Swag Bag

* One Printed Standing Banner (6’ x 3’)

* % Page Brochure Ad

* Logo on Back of Official T-Shirt

» Six (6) Awards Gala VIP Seating

* Logo or promotional image shown on screen in between screenings

A LA CARTE OPTIONS

SIGNAGE

* Logo on Official Step & Repeat Banner $3000
 Standing X-Banner, 6’x 3’ $1200
 Standing Retractable Banner, 6’ x 3’ $1800
*Banners displayed during the entire event.
*Banners are reusable

(Company keeps the banner after the event.)

A LA CARTE OPTIONS

INSERT IN SWAG BAG
* $250




VBFF Festival Brochure Ads

Full Page artwork: 7.5” x 9.5”
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FESTIVAL BROCHURE VIRGINIA

e Back Cover $2500 RI ACK

* Full Page Ad $1700 FILM FESTIVAL

. -yz Page Ad $1000 FEBRUARY 19-22, 2026
*9Y

 YiPageAd S500

% Page artwork:

Deadline: Feb 6t

info@virginiablackfilmfestival.com
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