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The Virginia Black Film Festival celebrates its third year as a partnership with 
Visit Williamsburg .  The event will feature dozens of films in competition, 
accomplished guest speakers, celebrity guests, and a Gala Awards Show, all 
designed to make Black filmmakers and Black entrepreneurs more visible and 
accessible to the community and to each other.

2026 is the 250th anniversary of the nation's founding and Virginia is the  
nucleus of these events.  VBFF 2026 will celebrate the essential role that African 
ůĲƖŔĦċŰќƚШƓũċǃĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШŸƖŔŊŔŰШŸŉШƣőĲШŰċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШƣőĲШĦƖŔƣŔĦċũШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰĦĲШŸŉШƣĲũũŔŰŊШ

stories that represent the culture in a positive and authentic way.  Exceptional 
films will be showcased and awarded in multiple categories, including special 
subcategories for historically significant films. 

VBFF 2026 will be held at the historic Kimball Theatre in Colonial Williamsburg. 





Virginia Black Film Festival - Schedule
Thursday 2/19
10am т 7pm       Film Screenings
ΤƓůШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШÉƓĲĦŔċũШÉĦƖĲĲŰŔŰŊШƽоШÄѼ аШљHistory Half Told is Untoldњ

Friday 2/20
10am т 6pm       Film Screenings
ΣаΟΜƓůШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШÉƓĲĦŔċũШÉĦƖĲĲŰŔŰŊШƽоÄѼ аШШљRise of the Legionњ

Saturday 2/21   
10am                    Panel Discussion - Film Distribution
11am                    Panel Discussion - Screen Combat (Bam Johnson)
ΝΞƓůШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШÉƓĲĦŔċũШÉĦƖĲĲŰŔŰŊШƽоШÄѼ ШљDisplaced from the Birthplace of Americaњ
1pm                       Panel Discussion т Acting  w/ Antonio Charity
ΟƓůШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШÉƓĲĦŔċũШÉĦƖĲĲŰŔŰŊШƽоШÄѼ ШљFood for the Soulњ
4pm              Film Screenings
5pm                       Awards Gala Reception
6pm                       Awards Ceremony & Concert

Sunday 2/22
9:30 т 11am      Closing Brunch
12pm                    Williamsburg Black History Walking Tour (The Village Initiative )
1pm                       Williamsburg Tourism Day (Various Locations)



Special Screening w/ Q&A

Food for the Soul features stars 
Marcus Scribner (Black-ish) and 
Karen Obilom (Games People Play).  
It is a powerful story that explores 
the beauty, challenges, and 
resilience of Black love through a 
comedic lens. As cultures clash and 
insufferable parents meddle, a first 
generation Nigerian American and 
her Black American boyfriend must 
decide between being true to 
themselves or trying to live up to 
ƣőĲŔƖШŉċůŔũŔĲƚѣШĲǂƓĲĦƣċƣŔŸŰƚвċШƖŔƚťШ
to their happily ever after. 



Special Screening w/ Q&A

"History Half Told is Untold.", winner 
Best Historical Feature, Virginia Black 
Film Festival 2024. This award-winning 
film is an in-depth look into the history 
of First Baptist Church, the oldest 
continuously active African American 
church in the United States, located in 
Williamsburg, VA. A story 245 years in 
ƣőĲШůċťŔŰŊЯШљcŔƚƣŸƖǃШcċũŉШÑŸũĬШŔƚШ
ÖŰƣŸũĬњШŉĲċƣƨƖĲƚШƚŸůĲШŸŉШƣőĲШĦőƨƖĦőѣƚШ
famous visitors, such as Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and more recently, 
former President Barack Obama. The 
film was produced by William & Mary 
students under the direction of Isaac 
Davis for the Let Freedom Ring 
Foundation.



Special Screening w/ Q&A

This award-winning documentary 

showcases the history and 

cultural impact of the Norfolk 

State University Spartan Legion 

Marching Band, founded in 1975. 

The film, directed by Adrian 

Woodard Sr and Adrian Woodard 

Jr, explores the band's evolution 

from its beginnings to its status 

as a major cultural force today, 

coinciding with the band's 50th 
anniversary.



Special Screening w/ Q&A

The film highlights the Historic 

Triangle Block, a Black business 

district and surrounding community 

in Williamsburg, VA, that was 

displaced under the auspices of 

ñurban renewalò in the 1970s. 

Centering displaced families as 

storytellers, this project moves with 

love ð a sacred act of 

remembrance, honoring the tight-

knit community of residents and 

business owners who once 
sustained Black life and culture.



2026 Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient

Keith David



Actor Keith David will receive the Lifetime Achievement Award as part of the 
3rd annual Virginia Black Film Festival. The VBFF Lifetime Achievement Award is 
presented to an individual with a distinguished career of at least 30 years with 
significant accomplishments in film, impactful community involvement, and 
exemplary conduct exemplary of Black excellence . 

Keith has won 3 Emmys out of 6 nominations as well as being nominated for a 
Tony award. He starred in the TV series "Greenleaf" for Oprah Winfrey's OWN 
network. On the big screen, he co-starred with Chadwick Boseman in "21 
Bridges". Prior credits include "Night School" with Kevin Hart and Tiffany Haddish 
and "Tales from the Hood 2". Additional titles include the Academy award-
winning films "Crash" and "Platoon." He is widely recognized for appearing in 
?ŔƚŰĲǃќƚШѢThe Princess and the Frog", "Requiem for a Dream", "Men at Work", 
"They Live", "There's Something About Mary", and "The Thing."





Previous Lifetime Achievement Award Recipients

Clifton Powell, 2024 Tim Reid, 2025



Previous Luminary Award Recipients

Jesse Vaughan, 2024 BK Fulton, 2025



Best Feature 2024



Best Feature 2025



Antonio D Charity 
Acting Masterclass



BY THE NUMBERS
Seating Capacity:   400
Ticketed Events:          15
Full Capacity:                15 x 400 = 6000

 





In addition to Visit Williamsburg, VBFF is sponsored by Maverick 
Entertainment . leading distributor and producer of Black Cinema 
content. Having released more than 1,300 films over the past 26 years, 
Maverick currently distributes the world's largest library of feature-length 
Black Cinema. Competitors in VBFF 2026 will have the opportunity to 
leverage their content for distribution and production opportunities.  
Maverick Movies places films on Peacock TV, Tubi, Redbox, Roku, Pluto, 
Plex, Vudu, Hoopla, Freevee, and Prime Video! 
VBFF founder is actor/director Bryan G Thompson. Thompson is one of 
the most prominent names in the Maverick Entertainment cinematic 
portfolio, with over a dozen feature films produced in association with the 
company.  Thompson is a graduate of William & Mary Law School , class 
of 2012.







Connect Your Brand to the Culture ! As a VBFF Partner Brand, 
you will not only share in the impact and excitement of the 
transformative works of the festival; you will Become a Part of 
the Story.  Commercials will be shown in between screening 
blocks and at the beginning of the awards gala! There are many 
other exciting marketing options available to partners.   These 
include swag bag inserts, festival T-shirts, signage, and mentions 
in press releases and on television.  See below for a complete 
list of sponsorship packages.




