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Welcome to the Virginia Black Film Festival (VBFF); The Ultimate Celebration of Black 
Culture through Film! Presented in association with Hampton University School of Liberal 
Arts & Education (SLAE), VBFF showcases productions by filmmakers of Color from around 
the world. The entire event will take place at the Hampton University Student Center. 
 
Black History Month is the perfect time for this event. In ancient African culture, elders 
were responsible for preserving history by communicating traditions through stories. This 
tradition continued with African Americans. It is how we communicate our values to the 
next generation.   
 
I founded the Virginia Black Film Festival because I understand that storytelling has a 
profound impact on the development and evolution of a culture. As a filmmaker, I also 
understand the importance of proper exposure, mentorship, and continuous learning.  As 
we celebrate the work of emerging Black filmmakers, we entertain, educate, and inspire the 
next generation. 
 
We have an amazing selection of films for you to enjoy! We are honored to have 36-time 
Emmy winning director Jesse Vaughn, filmmaker/activist Kemba Smith, Paramount Pictures 
production expert Grant Housley, filmmaker Morgan Avery McCoy, martial artist and actor 
Willie “The Bam” Johnson, and HU professors/ filmmakers Rel Dowdell and James Balls.  
 
VBFF is sponsored by Maverick Entertainment, a nationwide producer and distributor of 
Black cinema. Maverick provides a pipeline between independent producers and major 
streaming platforms including Fox Soul, Peacock, Redbox, Pluto TV, Plex, Roku, Freevee, 
Amazon Prime Video, Hoopla, Crackle, Xumo, Sling, Afro TV Land, and several others. 
Maverick also operates its own television channel, Maverick Free Black Cinema. 
 
Finally, we are extremely honored to present out Lifetime Achievement Award to actor 
Clifton Powell, who has appeared in over one hundred feature films, including Ray, Menace 
II Society, Dead Presidents, Why Do Fools Fall in Love, Rush Hour, Next Friday, and its 
sequel, Friday After Next. Clifton Powell will conduct a Q&A on Sunday, February 25th and 
then receive the Lifetime Achievement Award during the VBFF Awards Ceremony. 
 
Thank you making Black History with us in this, the first annual Virginia Black Film Festival! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bryan G Thompson  
Founder, VBFF 
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VBFF is extremely grateful to our generous sponsors and partners! 
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